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2 KINGS, IV. I. 


Wow there cried a certain woman, of the ſons of the 


prophets, unto ELisHa, ſaying, Thy ſervant, my 
huſband, is dead; and thou knoweſt, that thy ſer- 
vant did fear the LORD, and the creditor is come 


to take unto him my two ſons, to be bond-men. 


cc W OULD to GOD that all the LORD's people were 
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„ prophets,” was the ejaculation of Mos Es, when it was 

told him, that two perſons, of no very extraordinary 

figure or repute, were propheſying in the camp of Iſrael. Jealous of 

his maſter's honor, JosHu AH remonſtrates to him their arrogance, in 

uſurping his peculiar province, the prophetic function; alarmed, leſt 

Moses's authority with his people ſhould ſuffer, and a command, not 

to be ſuſtained without that authority, might dwindle into contempt 
by ſuch a barefaced profanation. 

In anſwer to this remonſtrance, far from reſenting their procedeings, 

5 very far from breathing a ſingle wiſh, that the prophetic powers, what- 

3 ever they were, might be appropriated to his own perſon, he gently 

: Teproves | JosHU an, for ſo unſeaſonable an admonition, and in the 

warmth of his zeal, for the people of GOD; perhaps too with a little 


8 juſtifiable 
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juſtifiable warmth, at their untractable diſpoſition, breaks out into this 
pathetic wiſh, and attributes the remonſtrance from Jos nu an, to a 
principle as ill-judged, had he conſidered the caſe, as it was ungene- 
rous. Envieſt, ſaith he, thou theſe for my ſaxe?“ Believe me, this 
oftice has long been tao heavy for me; none ſo thankful an one, with 
this people, to be envied. 
„The conducting ſuch a people, in the midſt of ſo much murmur 
and mutiny, and in fo tedious a paſſage through the wilderneſs; the 
forming fo unwieldy a body, as this, to order and diſcipline; the at- 
tention, to be paid, to their protection and ſecurity ; ; and the preſer- 
vation of their morals, and their religion, is a burden grown too 
heavy for my ſingle ſhoulderg.. For their part, would to GOD it 
« were in the ſcheme of providence, , to put his ſpirit upon every one 
of them; make them underſtand and practice too their duty. The 
< very beſt of them would then feel the weight of a commiſſion, great 
and burthenſom as mine. For GOD's; if his glory, and their hap- 
pineſs, be advanced by a more general communication of the ſpirit 
„ of prophecy, would to GOD, it may reſt upon them all!“ 

From the death, however, of Moss, down to the captivity, no 
ſuch general communication was granted; but an order of men ſet 
apart to make known GOD's will to mankind, to improye their virtue, 
and reprove their vices, was inſtituted by GOD himſelf. A ſucceſſion 
of prophets, either immediately under the divine impulſe and inſpirati- 
on, or trained up in regular ſeminaries of religion and learning, were 
deſtined to the work; and with a variety of good and bad fortune, with 
a variety of reception, from the world, juſt as the complexion of the 
times admitted, they made their way through it, in evil report, and 
good report; ſometimes recieved into kings houſes, at others, ſhel- 
tered in the widow's cottage; ſometimes reverenced, at others perſecut- 
ed. | 

At the feet of theſe, of the higher order of prophets, trained up in 
their ſchools, and formed under their inſtructions, were the ſons of the 
prophets, of whom ſo frequent mention is made in ſcripture; men, in 
GOD's due time, to become prophets themſelves; inured to the ſtudy 
of GOD's law, both moral and poſitive; ſeparated from the reſt of the 
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| C8] 
world by religious diſcipline and abſtraction, and dedicated, not like 
the prieſt, to the ſervile offices of inſtituted religion, but like their 
maſters, to the interior cultivation of virtue, and good morals, a- 
mong the people. 

In this rank, we are to conſider that ſon of the prophets,* mentioned 
in the text, of whoſe ſtory, from the (ſcanty materials remaining of it, I 
propoſe at this time to make ſome uſe and improvement; and this, by 
the way of a few curſory obſervations, and free thoughts, rather than 
a formal diſquiſition, and a ſet diſcourſe, upon the ſubject. Your own 
reflexions will readily ſupply the want of exhortation, who come ſo zea- 
louſly to promote that proviſion, for Clergymen's poor widows, which 
it is my deſign to infer the propriety of, and to ſtate it's merit and ex- 
pediency, from the caſe of the poor widow now under conſideration, 
* for I bear you record, that to your power, yea and beyond your pow- 
«© er, ye are willing of yourſelves; and I truſt, your zeal hath provoked 
«© very many.“ 

To the ſtory then. A poor woman, the diſconſolate widow of one of 
the ſons of the prophets, bereaved of late of her huſband, and in him, 
of the ſubſiſtence ſhe had ſhared with him; bereaved of all that tender 
pious intercourſe, incident to that relation and character; and of all 
that eſteem and credit, reflected upon her from it; deſtitute of every 
Joy, of every comfort, ſave the two dear pledges of their love remaining 
with her, finds herſelf, in the midſt of all her affliction, attacked even 


in this tender part, by the importunity of her huſband's creditors; on 


the very point of ſurrendering up her two ſons to bondage, to ſatisfy 
their father's debts. 


There was no remedy for it. The father had died in debt, and pro- 
bably, from the demands upon both his children, it was no ſmall one, 
that he had contracted. The policy of thole early times, when there 
was no money to transfer, little property to convey, and none but per- 
ſonal ſecurity to be had, admmitted of no other conditions; and if they 
did, the prophets, and the ſons of the e a no inheritance, 

B 2 nor 


We have no word, that I know of, in our language, which comes up to the meaning 


of the word Prorutr, in it's lower office and acceptation. The word CLexx, in the 
conſtruction of law, comes neareſt to it. 
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nor does it appear they had any appointments. As the law ſtood, the 
children, of an inſolvent parent, muſt pay his debts in their perſons, 


and become the property and ſlaves of his creditors; diſcharge the in- 


cumbrance upon an unhappy family by their ſervile drudgery, or 
be ſold, like ſo many beaſts, at the public market. 

It is in alluſion to this known law of the Hebrews, that our Lord, in 
that parable of the king that took account of his ſervants,” men- 
tions it as the laſt reſource of the unrelenting creditor, that © the king 
© ordered his ſervants to be fold, and his wife and children, and all 
© that he had, to ſecure to himſelf the ten thouſand talents due to him, 
«« and payment to be made.” It was a reſource, that as the law ſtood, 
he had an undqubted right to, how hard ſoever we are apt to conſider it. 
It was a remedy, the laſt indeed and therefore the more ſevere, that 
not only the Hebrews, but the politer Greeks and Romans, adopted 
into their policy; as we may learn from their beſt hiſtorians. 

Hard, I fay, ſuch an appointment ſeems, and ſevere, and yet there 
is really the leſs exception to it, in proportion as a man's children and 
family had ſhared the benefit, or contributed to the ſquandering, of 
what he had been obliged to borrow. Yet, there are many caſes, 
where even debt looks venial in the parent, and where indi(- 
putably the caſe of his children and family is pitiable. A numerous 
iſſue; accidents and misfortunes; a kind of neceſſity, drawn upon him, 
of complying with the faſhions and cuſtoms of the times ; ſickneſs and 
a thouſand unforeſeen calamities, againſt which no prudence can ei- 
ther provide or ſtruggle, introduce an almoſt neceſſary incumbrance 
upon the largeſt fortunes, and cannot well fail therefore to diſtreſs the 
narrower ones. Theſe have a fair claim upon our compaſſion. But if 
ever luxury or vanity, vitious expenſe, or even innocent, unbecoming, 
gratification mix themſelves in the cauſes of ſuch diſtreſs, thoſe, who 
have ſhared in the ſpoils, may be well content to ſhare the miſeries, of 
diſſipated economy. Where this befalls the ſacred character, they 
muſt ſhare the ſhame, as well as the miſeries, of it. | 

Perhaps indeed we may take the Jeſs offenſe at the ſeverity of this 
law, when we come to look into the natural conſequences of things, 
and the genius of our own conſtitution, in ſuch caſes. We have no law, 
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it is true, that ſubjects the child to impriſonment, or bondage, for his 
father's debts, but how frequently do we ſee him in circumſtances, lit- 
tle ſhort of bondage, by his father's incumbering his eſtate. We have 
articles, and indentures, by which the parent can ſell the liberty of his 
. child, for a certain time, and bind him to a ſtranger. Harſh and grate- 
4 ing, as the ſound of bondage is to us, who baſk in the ſunſhine of free- 
dom, yet what, I pray, is the condition, of our own children, in the 
ſame circumſtances of thoſe of that ſon of the prophets? not indeed to 
be bound with cords, or ſcourged with whips, or fold at the market. 
This is the condition, and ſhame it is to humanity, of the poor Afri- 
can ſlave, and our own convidts. But flaves and vaſſals they muſt 
become in ſome ſenſe, to others; apprentices, ſervants, and depen- 
dants. Where muſt the bankruptcy of the parent end, but in the ſer- 
vitude of his children; a ſervitude, to which the community has a right 
to bind them? It is but calling the ſame thing oy a ſofter name, when 

we chooſe to call it ſervitude. 

Yet there is ſomething liberal even in this diſpoſition. - A eee 
ſervice, or a beneficial honeſt trade, is a ſtate of greater uſe and credit 
too with the publick, and, I will add, a far more comfortable, and 
valuable ſtate, to the child, than a narrow precarious competency, or 
a larger diſſipated independency. With the publick perhaps, it is mat- 
ter of no great concern, that the parents imprudence has brought his 
offspring to the level of its uſeful hands, but to them it muſt be matter 
of ſevere reflexion, to find, that the ſoftneſs of education, the indul- 
gence, and perhaps the extravagance, of an 1l]-judging parent, and the 
gratification of a plentiful table, have but ill prepared him for the coarſer 
5 fare of the laborious, or the mechanic life. Thus however at laſt, in 
19 7 the natural revolution of things, the parents negligence ends in the 
. diligence, and his hoſpitality in the economy, of his children. 

1 had not made theſe reflexions, but for an anecdote, dropt in Josy Hus, 
. theJewiſh hiftorian, not at all related, of this caſe, in the ſacred ſtory. 
7 "We | In abatement of the crime, or of the imprudence rather, as the caſe is 
| ſtated by the widow, of her huſband's inſolvency, ſhe has intimated, 
that the debt had been incurred on a very charitable, and religious ac- 
| count, for feeding and entertaining the perſecuted prophets, and ſhet- 
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tering them from the reſentment and rage of IEZETREL; a very affecting 
proof, no doubt, of the humanity of the good man's heart, whatever 
idea it may convey of his prudence, or his feelings for his own family. 
The caſe, as ſhe puts it, is ſingularly circumſtanced; and it was but 
natural for her to make the beſt of it. Charity, and hoſpitality are 
names in public vogue, and virtues, which plead the moſt favorably 
of all the virtues, for diſtreſs accidentaly introduced by them. 

Still may it not be queſtioned, upon the moſt plauſible repreſentati- 
on of the caſe, how far the defrauding of one man, in order to relieve 
another, is juſtifiable? or how far it is reconcileable to common honeſty, 
or parental duty, to inſlave the liberty, and ſacrifice the happineſs of his 
child, to alleviate the miſeries, or to promote the happineſs of a ſtran- 
ger? I will not take upon me, nor is it neceſſary now, to define ſo nice 
a point, but this I will venture to ſay, that whatever the ſins are, if 
there be any, that charity is faid ? to cover, injuſtice is not one of 
them ; and that whatever genuin charity may do, the ſhape it too oft 
appears in, of heedleſs generoſity, and undiſtinguiſhed hoſpitality ; 
a ſhape, ſo attracting to the public eye, and ſo gratifying to private 
vanity, form but a wretched apology, where either incumbrance or 
domeſtic unhappineſs, is incurred by it. 

Immoral, as well as ridiculous, is the pretenſe, and practiſe too, of 


that hoſpitality, which hath recourſe to guilty incumbrance, for it's ſup- 


port; and for it's ſplendor, to mortgaged innocence; which begins 
in vanity, if not luxury, and ends in baſeneſs, if not diſhoneſty, © I 
have wronged no man; I have defrauded no man, was the honeſt 
ſelf-applauſe of an apoſtle, who was a perfect maſter of the doctrine of 
chriſtian charity, and well knew the preciſe extent and bounds of chri- 
ſtian hoſpitality. , Inconſiſtent with the moſt natural of all duties, and 
irreconcileable therefore to chriſtian faith, he ſaw that wantonneſs and 
indulgence, which was gratifying itſelf, at the expenſe of their child- 
ren, in the caſe of thoſe widows of the church at Epheſus, whom he 
gives in charge to his beloved TimoTHy. He points out, for his re- 
proof, ſuch of them, as regardleſs of their own fleſh and blood, were 
waſting the little ſubſtſtence they had in goſſiping and gaiety, and ſquan- 
dering their fortunes away in luxury and delicacy. He concludes 
| with 
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with a reflexion, that deſerves our ſerious attention.“ If any 
„man provide not for his own, eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe- 
4 hold, he has denied the faith, and is worſe than an infidel.“ 

A reflexion this; which falls with redoubled force, whenever jt 
chances to fall upon the ſacred function, whoſe buſineſs it js, not only 
to aſſert, but to live up to, that faith, and repel the charge of infide- 
lity. If, to them, it be deemed a reproach, to lay up treaſures for 
themſelves, to ſupport an unbecoming luxury, or to aggrandize their 
future family; ſurely it is none, that they ſupport them decently, or 
provide for them competently, that, to extend their hoſpitality, they 
violate not the laws of juſtice, by incurring a debt, which they cannot 
pay, nor thoſe of natural affection, by involving an innocent po- 
ſterity in diſtreſs. He, who can fit down careleſs,” and unconcerned 
about duties, ſuch as theſe, and dole that hoſpitality around him, which 
impoveriſhes his neareſt dependants, would, in every other fituation, 
be thought a very bad man. Sure I am, that, to the ſacred profeſſion, 
if there be a reproach, it . whenever it is the caſe with us, at the 
head of them. 

Whether I am warranted in theſe obſervations, tides the Rvipture 
relation, or not, the fact is indiſputable, both from the ſacred and the 
profane hiſtory of him, that died the good man had in debt; that, in 
this inſolvent condition, he had left a widow and two children, and 
that, to diſcharge his debts, his two ſons were demanded by the credi- 
tor, as his legal property facts, big with matter of infinite obſerva- 
tions. Happy had it been for her! had ſhe been laid in the ſame 
flent grave with the prophet, and not lived to be witneſs to this ſad 
reverſe of things; this heart-breaking ſcene, of her ſon's capitivity. 
Happy for them! had they never taſted the ſweets of a liberal edu- 
cation, nor drank the cup of their father's hoſpitality. 

What a conflict muſt theſe diſtreſſes have produced, in the poor wi 
dow's breaſt, between the parental, and the conjugal affections? How 
hardly muft it have gone with her to feel, and yet ſuppreſs the riſing 
indignation; to feel the dire effects of her huſband's imprudence, and 
yet not breathe the leaſt diſreſpect upon his memory? how exquiſitely, 
how affeCtionately ingenious was ſhe to draw a veil. over that part of 
his 
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his ſtory, ' and palliate his inſolvency? And yet, what could that bar- 
barous Roman law, the reproach of legis-lation, have done more to 
her, than ſhe now ſuffered ? It appointed the inſolvent's body to be 
divided piece-meal among his creditors.* This lopt off, from her 
aged trunk, the two only remaining branches. It tore her very vitals 
from her, and threatened inſtantly to ſend her grey hairs, whither the 
prophet's were already gone, with ſorrow to the grave. 

In this dreadful plunge; on the eve of the ſtaff and comfort of her 
old age being torn from her; the importunity of her huſband's credi- 
tors, at the heels of the reproach of his inſolvency, like the mourn- 
ful widow, in the Lamentations, ** among all her lovers, ſhe had 
none to comfort her.“ A ſolitary jar of oil, the ſkeleton of yeſter- 
day's hoſpitality, and at the mercy now of her creditor, was all her ſtores. 
«© Gold and filver ſhe had none.“ All, and more than her huſband 
had, was gone with him. Friends and counſellors ſhe had not left. 
They, who had ſhared the deepeſt in the good man's hoſpitality, had 
- not the ability, if perhaps they had the bowels, to relieve her. At 
the door, inexorable, ſtood the creditor. His mortgage was upon the 
two ſons, in perſon, and the equity of redemption atterly forecloſed. 

To diſtreſs, like this, what indeed but a kind and gracious provi- 
dence could adminiſter relief? Plunged in all the hurry, and confuſion, 
of diſtracted thoughts, ſhe recollects at laſt, that relief, if from any 
quarter, might be hoped from that, which had hitherto ſubſiſted them, 
from the good man's. ouncil at leaſt, if not from his connexions. 
She reaſons with herſelf the chance of that reſource, and as her huſ- 
band had ſerved, though in an inferior capacity, in the cauſe of GOD 
and religion, as one of the ſons of the prophets, had received the pre- 
phets under his roof, and afforded, them, in his better days, protecti- 
on and entertainment, her beſt refuge was to them. Such would 
have their feelings, for the diſtreſs of a brother's family. And yet 
what relief? to diſcharge fo heavy an incumbrance, and retrieve the 
children's liberty. -Leave that matter to we man of gap. 


| „ 
* Eris confeſſi. debitique j jure judicati, triginta dies juſti ſunto. Lo A ad Pera 
rem deducito. . Tertiis nundinis partis ſecanto. Lex. xii, Tab. — 
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To ErL1sHAH, the prophet, ſhe inſtantly betakes herſelf; finds him, 
as became his character, eaſy of acceſs, and open to her ſtory. Pro- 
bably her huſband had been a diſciple of his; certainly a man of ſupe- 
rior ſanctity, and figure amongſt his brethren, for ſhe appeals to the 
prophet's perſonal knowledge of him, as an humble dependant of his, 
and reſpectable for his piety. She calls him, my huſband, ** thy ſer- 
e yant.” She charges his character upon the prophet's own remem- 
brance of him; thou knoweſt that thy ſervant did fear the Lord; 
bore the ſacred character; was a fincere, well-meaning, pious man. 
If theſe well-known good qualities. of his might intitle. his unhappy fa- 
mily to the prophet's bleſſing, that, and that only, was the claim ſhe 
made to it. *7d A ie Ll: of 10. 4151314096311 in 1 1 
Modeſt, though importunate, was her prayer; eager and inſtant was 
the prophet's application and attention to it. What his circumſtances 
admitted not of, his intercourſe with the deity immediately ſupplied, 
by recourſe to a miracle. Like the loaves, and the fiſhes, multiplied 
at the word of our Lord, or the oil adminiſtered to the widow of Sa- 
ripta's cruiſe, the ſingle pot of oil, left at her huſband's death, is made 
to fill all, and more than all, the pots that could be borrowed from her 
neighbours. There was oil enough, above a proviſion for herſelf and 
family, to go to market with, and diſcharge the creditor. Her debt 
was paid; her children reſcued from ſlayery, herſelf from utter deſ- 
pondenc). r ee 

But it is not to the miracle, that I would beſpeak your attention, in 
the application I have to make of this ſtory ; though to ſpeak the truth, 
poſterity, at the rate the world goes, ſeems to have little other refuge 
left but a miracle for it's ſupport. An inference or two from the cir- 
cumſtances ot the caſe, after this detail of it, is all I mean to addreſs 
to you. A widow, the relict of one of the ſacred order, and her two 
ſons, in deep diſtreſs, brought upon them by his death ; the relief they 
found in this diſtreſs, and the motives for adminiſtering it, furniſh ve- 
ry abundant, however doleful, matter of remark, to the occaſion of 
our preſent meeting. Sen een in 61 Minnie: 27. 8 

One part, and a conſiderable. one too, of ** that pure religion, and 
e undefiled before God and the Father, which St. James. ſpeaks of, is 

| -: $ this, 
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this, © to viſit the fatherleſs and widow, in their afflictions. And who, 
indeed, can have a fairer claim to our protection, or our compaſſion ? 
Such is their peculiar caſe, greatly different from the common objects 
of charity, which preſent themſelves, that hardly any relief, we can ex- 
tend to them, can make them even tolerable amends for their misfor- 
tune; „hardly rear the drooping head of the diſeonſolate relict, or lift 
up the feeble hands, that hang down, of the wretched orphan.” 

Much of that diſtreſs; 'almoſt all that complaining in our ſtreets, for 
which we are ſo unhappily diſtinguiſhed, arifes from a principle, which 
deſerves hardly any compaſſion, It is not, that men cannot, but that 
they will not exert themſelves ; nor perſue the courſe and conſtitution 
of nature, in their ſphere of action, and earn, as providence has ap- 
pointed, their bread by the fweat of their brows. Want, indeed, and 
wretchedneſs, in every ſhape, and every condition, call forth our com- 
paſſion, but what claims fuch wretches have upon our charity, it be- 
comes us to conſider. Certainly it calls for more diſtinction, more 
diſcernment, than is ordinarily paid to it, to fix upon the proper ob- 
jects, and adjuſt the exact proportions of our beneficence, If we give 
encouragement to ſloth, we counteract the ſcheme of providence; yet 
if we diſcourage the wretched, and the unhappy, we countera& the 
principle of humanity. If we leave tham to nakedneſs and ſtarving, 
we loſe ſo many uſeful hands to the publick; yet if we place them in a 
rank, ſuperior to the regards of induſtry, or economy, it is not cha- 
rity, but ill judged commiſeration; a diſtinCtion, which it may be proper 
to keep in view, in this day's, as well as in every other project of pub- 
lic charity. 

Clear of each of theſe exceptions, in general, ſtand the pretenfions 
upon us, from the widow and the fatherleſs. The nerves and ſinews 
of action, in each of their caſes, are torn from them by the hand of 
providence, and all the ſources of their very ſubſiſtance cut off. Dig 
« they cannot, and to beg they may well be aſhamed.” The weak- 
neſs, and defenſeleſs ſex of the one, has left her an open prey to 
all the indignities, to all the lewd illiberal attacks incident, 1 
| know not how, to that condition of life; an helpleſs facrifice to the 
craft and impoſition of every intereſted, or deſigning perſon, Void of 
. 5 all 
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all thoſe reſources of counſil, deſtitute of all thoſe expedients, which 
open themſelves (o readily to the ſtronger ſex, upon almoſt every emer- 
gency; with no talents to contrive, no ſpirits to perſue, and but little 
ſtrength to execute any project, for ſubſiſtence, ſink ſhe muſt into 
ſpleen and wretchedneſs, and, if an "oe offspring be added to her 
diſtreſs, into downright deſpair. 

The native impotence of the other, the utter inability of the orphan, 
to make it's way into the world, ſtript of the guardian of it's tender 
years, and in him drained, at firſt ſhooting, of all the nutritive juices 
of inſtruction and admonition, renders it's caſe equally deplorable. 
It has been, indeed, matter of ſome ſpeculation, among the curious 
enquirers into nature, what the poſture, the movements, the operati- 
ons, and the intellects would be, of an infant expoſed to the wide 
world, from it's cradle; but we need not go far to learn, in what con- 
dition it's morals would ſtand. We need but go to the high-ways, for 
the reſolution of the queſtion, to the thieviſh corners of the ſtreet, to 
learn the wretched ſtory of ſuch an introduction into life. 7 

Objects, ſuch as theſe, force their way through the coldeſt and moſt 

inſenſible breaſts. He does violence to conviction, as well as natural 
_ affection, who feels not for them. But how much ſtronger muſt thoſe 
convictions, and affections operate, where the cauſe of GOD and reli- 
gion is concerned; where the widows and orphans of thoſe, more im- 
mediately dedicated to their ſervice, preſent themſelves to our com- 
paſſion ?—Miſtake me not; I do not mean to magnify our office, or 
miniſtry. Let that ſpeak for it ſelf! 4+ Eſteem us only for our works 
% fake!” All I mean is, that there are circumſtances, peculiar to their 
caſe, peculiar to their ſituation, in the world, which ſeem to diſtinguiſh 
them, unhappily perhaps enough, from the common objects of our 
charity, and recommend them more forcibly to our regards. | 
Did not reaſon tell us, experience would, that at the greater diſ- 
tance we are placed from the ordinary ſufferings, and calamities of life, 
the heavier of courſe muſt they feel to us, in proportion to it. The 
inhabitants of the globe, under the torrid zone, would ſhrink under 
the temperate, and die, if they were tranſplanted under the frigid 
zone. bd who have baſked in the ſun-ſhine of an opulent fortune, 
t C 2 the 
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are by no means equal to the burden, when they come to try the wretch- 

ed reverſe of an indigent one. Such are either formed by nature, or 
moulded by cuſtom, into a conſtitution much too delicate, and a eng 
much too feeble for ſo rude a ſhock. 

Happily for thoſe, whoſe cauſe we are pleading, happily for the 
flock, over whom the holy Ghoſt has made us overſeers, it is not our 
caſe to be removed to ſo great a diſtance from either the fortunes, or 
the feelings of our brethren. Our's is the temperate climate, pretty 
equaly removed from the feveriſh ſtate of affluence, and the cold in- 
hoſpitable condition of poverty. Economy is the virtue we ſubſiſt upon, 
with too little to anſwer the unreputable demands of faſhion and gaie- 
ty; with more than enough, to preſerve us from contempt. Low, as 
almoſt the loweſt of our revenues are, if he will but act up to cha- 
racter, it is in every clergyman's power to let no man deſpiſe him. 

And yet the contempt, to which he lived ſuperior, falls, at his death, 
too frequently to the ſhare of his unhappy family; oft from the nar- 
rowneſs of his appointments, too oft, GOD knows, like that ſon of the 
prophets, from his own imprudence, left expoſed to want and poverty. 
In ſpite of all, that philoſophers have taught, hunger and thirſt, na- 
kedneſs and want, will produce in the moſt reſigned breaſt ſome bitter 
reflexion, may in ſome unguarded hour, if not timely relieved, drive 
the unhappy object to ſuch low refuges, as muſt ſatisfy the importunity 
of it's preſent demands, though at the ſame time they provoke it's ſecret 
bluſhes. Say what we pleaſe of the greatneſs, and fortitude of the hu- 
man mind, it muſt be virtue, more than common, that ſhrinks not 
under ſuch a tryal. 

In proportion to the rank and a ſuſtained in the world: in the 
huſband's life time, will be the widows wretchedneſs, and in proporti- 
on to the warmth and ſoftneſs of it's former ſituation, the child's inca- 
pacity to bear the reverſe of it. Cuſtom, in the good man's caſe in- 
defenſible, yet prevaleing; an openneſs and generoſity of heart, in 
every caſe laudable; a tenderneſs, and charitable turn of mind, in his 
ſituation and character, proper and praiſe-worthy, admitted not well 
of that ſtrict frugality, that. narrower parſimony, requiſite in the ſame 
fortunes to other perſons. In fact, much of the ſucceſs of his mini- 


ſtry, 
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ſtry, much of his credit and weight, with thoſe committed to his 
charge, and till more of his eſteem and rank, in the greater world, 
depended unhappily upon the figure he ſupported in it. 

What the ſon of SiRacy obſerves, holds but too true in ſuch a 
caſe. ** When a rich man ſpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, and 
look! what he faith they extoll it to the ſkies ; but if a poor man 
4 ſpeak, they ſay, what fellow is this? and if he ſtumbles they will 
« help to overthrow him.” His flips and foibles, whatever his vir- 
tues chance to do, rarely eſcape the public animadverſion. To live ſu- 
perior to contempt, he muſt oft be forced to live ſuperior to exacter 
economy. To prepare and fit him, for the work of the miniſtry, he 
muſt have well nigh exhauſted the little ſtock he ſet out with; and to 
perſue the ſtudies requiſite in his profeſſion, and train up his children 
in a manner, ſomewhat proportioned, too oft indeed but ill proportioned 
to his ſituation, call for ſuch: leiſure and abſtraction, as cannot well con- 
fiſt with that attention to ſecular matters, which prudence in every other 
caſe, would dictate; for as the author of Eccleſiaſtes long ſince remark- 
ed; „ the wiſdom of a learned man cometh by leiſure and oppor- 
% tunity, and he that hath little buſineſs ſhall be wiſe; for how can 
« he get wiſdom, that holdeth the plough, and that glorieth in the 

 «. 90ad; that driveth oxen, is occupied in their labors, and whoſe 
| <« talk is of bullocks?” Occaſion and ſcope enough, GOD knows, 
9 we have for ſecular talents, but never let it be thought the glory of a 
1 Clergy to excell in them. 
Vd yet, perhaps, all the wiſdom, all the learning; which the good 
man reaps, from ſequeſtering himſelf from every ſecular imploy, “that. 
g he may attend upon the buſineſs of the Lord without diſtraction,“ 
4 zvails his depe dants but little, when the hour has paſſed, that the in- 


93 2 heritance is x ed* from them. Vix ea noſtra voco, was the te- 
=; 7 whilſt it was his, and with the inheritance of courſe departs much 
6 4 that reverence, of that eſteem and friendſhip, which either his cha- 
aeg or his fortunes drew after them. Was he a pious and a good 
man? This indeed inhances their affliction, but is not always accom- 
panied with a proportionable regard, now they are left behind him. 

| Wias he 3 and hoſpitable? His family. is left to feel the ſad ef- 


fects,, 
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fects, and nauſeate the very remembrance of his hoſpitality, Was he 
diſſipated in his ſcheme of life, careleſs in his function, or looſe in his 
morals ?----Forgive me the queſtion ! The world will take it's revenge 
upon his innocent remains. Should debt and incumbrance ſtare them 
in the face, and that ghoſt of his, the unrelenting creditor, preſent him- 
But there 1s no perſuing ſuch reflexions. 

« SAY NOT THEN, that the former days were better than theſe, 
« for of this we do not inquire wiſely.“ It is, juſt as it ever was, the 
humor of the preſent age, to decry it's worth, and extol the virtues 
and the glories of the paſt. No ſuch times, as thoſe, for the Church 
No ſuch reverence for the Clergy ; as then.—“ No ſorrow like unto 
our ſorrow””---Yet look back into ſacred ſtory, into the annals of the ge- 
Nerations that are paſt, and ſee the reception given to diſciples and apo- 
ſtles. Go higher, and ſee the drudgery of the prieſt, and the wretched- 
neſs of the prophet. . The ſucceſs of their labors was pretty much the 


ſame, with a wicked world, as our's; their appointments leſs. They 


were men, and ſo are we, ſubject to the common frailties of humanity, 
and yet with an education, and a deſtination too, ſuperior to the groſſ- 
er temptations of it. 

They, we ſee, had their faults, and their indiſcretions, at hard 
ſtraights ſometimes to make proviſions for their families, at others in- 
volved in debt. Poverty, however, was not adopted into a religious 


order in their church, nor celibacy into their prieſthood. They be- 


trayed no diſtruſt of providence, for the ſupport of an offspring, which 
nature prompted, and every dictate of reaſon and religion encouraged. 
The tendereſt of all connexions they cultivated with this honeſt view. 
Their fault, perhaps the fault of the times, it was; they paid not ſuffi- 


cient attention to the future proviſion of either. 


And faults no doubt there were and will be, but of all the faults and 
foibles chargeable upon the preſent age, want of charity moſt indiſpu- 
tably is not one. Never was there an age, when ſo many public'mo- 
numents, of uſeful well-judged munificence; were erected, or more 


real objects of charity ſo rationaly, or ſo worthily relieved. The glo- 


ry of ſome proviſion, at laſt, for the POOR WIDOWS OF THE 
CLERGY, ſeems to have been reſerved for this century, intent moſt 


laudably 
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laudably upon rewarding the labors of an induſtrious parochial clergy, 
in the perſons of their deareſt and neareſt repreſentatives. Not, like 
the ſuperſtition of their fore-fathers, ſacrificing to lazy monks, or. va- 
grant regulars; the reproach of any church; a grievons and an uſeleſs 
load, upon a deluded people. 

And yet, in our mother-country, with the aid of the crown, 
with a public national fund, fo ſcanty is the proviſion, that more than 
five -pounds a year is not allotted to each widow, nor even that, but 
upon the hard terms, that ſhe has no other proviſion, or income 
„% whatſoever.” Scanty as it is, even that pittance is denied to many, 
by the narrowneſs of their fund, ſo utterly diſproportioned to the de- 
mands upon it; and therefore thoſe, whoſe years or neceſſities are the 
greateſt, who are charged with the moſt numerous children, and who 
have conducted themſelves the moſt reputably and virtuouſly, have the 
preference. This, indeed, is the expreſs charge of St. Paul to TiMo- 
THY, to the point in hand.“ If any believing man hath a widow, let 
4 him relieve her, and let not the church be charged, that it may re- 
« Feve them, that are widows indeed. Now ſhe, that is a widow 
« indeed, and defolate, truſteth in GOD, and continueth in ſuppli- 
« cation and prayer night and day ;---well reported of for good works; 
« if ſhe hath brought up children; if ſhe hath lodged ſtrangers; if 
«© ſhe hath waſhed the ſaints feet; if ſhe hath relieved the afflicted ; 
« if ſhe hath followed every good work.” I truſt, whatever diſpoſi- 
tion we make of this day's charity, we ſhall never loſe ſight of this 


charge of the apoſtle's, never give encouragement to the wanton, nor 
the careleſs widow, to hope for our protection. 


To our honor it muſt be ſaid, and to the honor of the times we 
live in, that we have gone far beyond any diſpoſition concerted in our 
mother country. If I be rightly informed, there is not a dioceſe in this 
kingdom, where a project of this Kind has been ſet on ſoot, that has not 
trebled at leaſt the allowance made there. Out of even the narrow ſub- 
ſiſtence of the ſmaller preferments, ſomething has been ſpared towards 
this charitable fund. The Curate hath thrown in his mite into the trea- 
ſury of GOD. The Laiety have joined hands with us chearfuly, and 
liberaly.— Their debtors indeed we are, on this and many accounts; 
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and may we make them the returns, we owe them, of a conſcientious 
diſcharge of our duty towards them, and a more exact and conſtant 
reſidence amongſt them 

If we of this dioceſe be almoſt the laſt, let it be our ambition, that 
we be not the leaſt however, of the contributors to ſo good a work. 
Our preferments, not the greateſt nor yet the leaſt in the church, admit / 
of a very fair defalcation from them, towards ſuch a fund. Economy 
will do ſomething in the ſmalleſt, and a proper ſpirit of liberality may 
do much in the largeſt of them. I call it a proper ſpirit, becauſe in 
even the largeſt, there are circumſtances, which render even liberality 
blameable. A numerous houſhold, and numerous dependants; the ex- 
traordinary demands from the world ; the rank and figure to be ſupport- 
ted, and other calls of public munificancs, as well as private charity, 
if they do not bring them down to the common level, certainly muſt 
be. conſidered as ſo many abatements, in the eſtimate we are apt to 
make of them. 

In the ſcheme, now before you, BIRT is had to this AiſtinQion, and 
no temptation thrown in your way for any dangerous emulation; dan- 
gerous, I mean, to the ſubſcrption ; for I have oft obſerved, in propoſiti- 
ons of this kind, a ſpirit of liberality to counteract the very good it meant 
to promote. Like the ſtraining of a chord too high, in the firſt ſetting 
out, beyond the reach and compaſs of the ſmaller ſtrings, / inſtead 
of producing the harmony we wiſh for, nothing enſues but confu- 
ſion and diſcord. If we place our ſubſcription above the reach of the 
loweſt, no generoſity, in the higheſt, can make us amends for it It 
generates a precarious, fluctuating fund, upon which no ſecure annuity 
can be grafted. It keeps at a diſtance many, who wiſh well to it, and 
yet out of meer modeſty withdraw from i It, as unworthy of the compa- 
ny. It gives thoſe, if ſuch there be, who-wiſh ill to it, the fair pretenſe 
they want of not acceding to it, | 

Yet as our propoſition ſtands, a door 5 opened to the ſpirit of gene- 
roſity, at the ſame time that no invidious diſtinction offers it's ſelf to 
thoſe, who are content to keep within the line chalked out to them. 
The ſmall and the great; the prophet and the ſons; of the prophets, 
the prieſt and the prelate, have one and the ſame ard to walk by. 


/ | | | Thoſe, 


1471 
Thoſe, who are intereſted in the event, are the ſurer of the ſuceeſs, of 
the ſubſcription, and inſtead of a precarious, though perhaps a larger pre- 
viſion, bid fairer for a certain one. Imperfections there may be, there 
are I am ſenſible, in the ſcheme now laid before you, All I can ſay for 
it is, it is as perfect, as the materials of knowledge within my compats, 


the light I could come at from other quarters, and a free communica- 
tion of it with you, could make it. 


Permit me then, My REVEREND BRETHERN, to hope, that as we 
come prepared this day for a work, fo laudable in itſelf, ſo worthy of our 


function, ſo beneficial to our famlies, none of the ſmaller exceptions 


to parts leſs eſſential, to che mam object of our ſcheme, be ſuffered to 
interfere, and much leſs to defeat ſo good a work. We are one and 


all agreed, to extend our protection, to open our hearts and hands too, 
for the relief of Clergymen's poor widows. The proportion and quota, 
we ſeem agreed in too; and yet perhaps in the other diſpoſitions, ſub- 
ſervient to the greater object, we have our different opinions, all mean- 
ing the ſame thing, all Dung. e in A hea lines, to the ſame 
point. S Et 

What impe@Qions there are, room is let at ore future time to 
ſupply them. A eur bottom prove too narrow, and in truth I think it ſo, 
at ſome future merge we may inlarge it. What ads there may be, 
though! am not canſciqus of any, | your n | | emen will amend, 
e'er the ſcheme now petore you g0.intbexcettion. As a great and an 
honeſt ſtateſman debated, in the zeal of his Heart, tor the SUCCEsSION- 
Bil L, ſo contend I, in the warmth of wine, for our Scheme.“ Take 
it with all it's imperfettions hon is head. There is a temper for 
«© it now. When that may rern, If i it be dropt, I will not. propheſy. 
„ Paſs it once, and amendments may be made at ſome future time.“ 


«© MAY the GOD of all mercy, who hath taught us, that all our 

« doings without charity are nothing worth, pour into our hearts that 

«© moſt excellent gift of charity, the very bond of peace and of all vir- 

„ tues!” may he ſanctify this our labor of love to the good of his 

faithful ſervants, and his own glory! may he bleſs your going out and 
D 


coming 
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coming in! and when it ſhall be his good pleaſure to take us out of this 
painful life, may that comfort and conſolation remain to thoſe we leave 
behind us, which we do well to concert, but he, and he only can ſecure, 


« whois the father of the fatherleſs, and defendeth the cauſe of the 
„ widow,” 
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S CHE M E, 


Formed by the Lord BIS HO and CLERGY 
of the Dioceſe of LEIGH LIN, 


To raiſe PENSs oNs for the Widows of ſuch CLR RG Y- 
MEN of the ſaid Dioceſe, as ſhall be Subſcribers 


thereto, and for other Purpoſes herein mentioned. 


AGREED, 


J. HAT a Susscgir rio be inſtantly opened, to raiſe a Fund for carrying 

this Scheme into Execution, and that it be underſtood to be open, and is 
accordingly moſt earneſtly recommended, to all ſuch Perſons, of what Sex or Con- 
dition ſoever, who ſhall pleaſe to become Contributors to a Deſign, ſo confeſſedly 
Good and Charitable. 

II. That every Beneficed Clergyman, of the Dioceſe, ſubſcribe ſuch an annual 
Sum as he ſhall think proper, provided it be not leſs than at the rate of One Pound 
in the Hundred, out of the Benefice, or Benefices, that he holds in the Dioceſe. 
And that the Licenſed Curates, if they think proper, become Subſcribers, provided 
the Sum by them ſubſcribed, be not leſs than Ten Shillings annually. 

III. That | 
be appointed REcxiver of the faid Subſcriptions, at the OxpiNary VISI- 
TATION, Which ſhall be deemed the Day, on which the annual Subſcriptions 
become due, and in Conſideration of ſuch his Trouble, ſhall be intitled to the 
Benefit of a Subſcriber ; that the Money be paid by him, as it is received, to a 
"TREASURER, Who ſhall be annually choſen at the ordinary Viſitation; and that no 
Perſon ſhall be Treaſurer for two Years ſucceſſively. 

IV. That if any Subſcriber ſhall accept of any Benefice in the Dioceſe, larger 
or other than what he poſſeſſes at the Time of Subſcribing, on ſuch Acceptance, 
he is to increaſe his Subſcription, in proportion to his additional Income, or other- 
wiſe his Family ſhall be excluded from any Benefit of this Fund; and that, upon 
any Alteration of the preſent Benefices of the Dioceſe, either by Addition or Diſuni- 
on, or any other way, it ſhall be in the Power of the Lord B 
to aſcertain the Proportion of each ſuch Perſon, rateably, according to this 
Scheme, in caſe any Doubt ariſes. | | 

| V. That 


ſhop, or his Proxy, 
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V. That Four of the Beneficed Clergy ſhall be annually elected, at the ordinary 
Viſitation, who joined with the Lord Biſhop or his Vicar-General, ſhall be a 
landing Committee for that Year; and any three of the ſaid Committee ſhall be a 
Board; and that any Beneficed Clergyman, or other annual Subſcriber of one Gui- 
nea to this Fund, appearing at the ſaid Committee, ſhall have a Vote; that this 
Committee ſhall 7n:/ped? and audit the Accounts, which ſhall be kept in a Book for 
that Purpoſe, and order the Ditburſements to the Treaſurer, without which no 
Payments ſhall be made. GALE 20-5 

VI. That the Lord Biſhop ſhall have Power at any Time to ſummon this Commit- 
tee, by himſelf or Proxy under Hand and Seal appointed, of which the Receiver is 
to poſt a Fortnight's Notice in Writing, on the great Doors of the Pariſh Churches 
of Carlaw and Maryborough. | | 

VII. That any Clergyman of the Dioceſe, at preſent beneficed, or Licenſed 
Curate, who does not new ſubſcribe, may hereafter be admitted with the Conſent 
of the Committee, and paying the Arrears from the Commencement of this Sub- 
ſcription, provided it be in the Space of Tuo Tears from the Date herevt; and 
any Perſon, who ſhall be hereafter admitted to any Benefice, or licenſed Curacy, 
may become a Subſcriber, with the Conſent of the Committee, provided it be 
done in one Year after his Admiſſion to ſuch Benefice, or licenſed Curacy. 

VIII. That if any Clergyman, after Subſcription, ſhall neglect Payment of the 
ſame, for the Space of Two Years and Three Monthg; in ſuch Caſe, no. one 
claiming under ſuch Perſon ſhall receive any Benefit from this. Fund. 

IX. 'That each WIDOW, of any deceaſed Clergyman, of the Dioceſe, ſhall 
have Pounds per Ann. paid Quarterly out of the Produce of -this Fund, 
during her Widowhood ; the firſt Payment to commence on the next Quarter- 
Day atter Notification, of the Dore of her Huſband, to the Committee above 


appointed; that if ſuch deceaſed Clergyman leave no Widow, but a neceſſitous 


Child, or Children, then it ſhall be in the Power of the Committee, to aſſign an 
annual Penſion, for as many Years, for the Maintenance of ſuch Child or Children, 
as they ſhall judge pon for ſuch Maintenance, and conſiſtent with the good Ma- 
nagement of this Fund; or ſhall advance 7 a Sum or Sums of Money, to place 
ſuch Child, or Children, out to ſome Trade or Bufineſ5, as can be ſpared conſiſtent- 
ly with the intended Proviſion for CUERGYMEN's WIDOWS. F 
X. That every WIDOW, Penſionar to this Fund, ſhall ſend a Certificate di- 
rected to the Treaſurer, at each ordinary Viſitation, from the Miniſter and 
Church-Wardens of the Pariſh:where ſhe refides, ** that ſbe ftill continues in the 
State of Widowhzood,” and in default of ſuch Certificate, the Payment of her Pen- 
ſion ſhall be reſpited. | 
XI. That if it ſhould happen, that this Fund ſball become deficient, fo as not 
to anſwer the Payment of Pounds, per Annum, to each Widow, in that 
Caſe the Committee ſhall have a Power to reduce every Penſion, payable out of 


this Fund, equally and proportionably. 


XII. That at any Meeting of the Committee, at the Ordinary Viſitation, and 
not at any other 'Time or Place, it ſhall be in the Power of a Majority then pre- 


ſent, to alter any of the preſent Rules, or add new ones, as they ſhall judge proper, 
and more conducive to the great End of this Subſcription ; "THE NL OF 
POOR CLERGY MEN*'s WIDOWS. . 


THE EN D. 
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